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their substantial authenticity ; whereas, had they the perfect precision 
and coherency which our author misses in them, this of itself would 
be sufficient to characterize them as the spurious productions of a 
much later epoch than the latest now assigned for them. 



17. — Lectures on Moral Science, delivered before the Lowell Insti- 
tute, Boston. By Mark Hopkins, D. D., LL. D., President of 
"Williams College ; Author of " Lectures on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity," etc. Boston : Gould and Lincoln. 1862. 12mo. pp. 304. 

Dr. Hopkins regards moral philosophy as the science of ends. 
Some of the subordinate ends of his being man might ascertain by 
the exercise of his own powers upon his constitution of body and mind, 
and upon his experience of the consequences of actions. But of the 
supreme end of his being it may be reasonably doubted whether he 
could gain cognizance except through Divine revelation. Yet the 
teachings of revelation come within the scope of ethical philosophy, 
only so far as they are affirmed by consciousness or approved by le- 
gitimate deductions from consciousness. The end always determining 
the means, from the supreme and subordinate ends of man's being 
must be deduced the acts, habits, feelings, and volitions which naturally 
lead to the attainment of those ends. Moreover, though these ends 
are diverse, the means of attaining them must of necessity harmonize 
mutually ; for the Creator cannot have proposed ends that are at 
variance with one another. 

We have not space for an extended outline of these Lectures. They 
are marked by the directness, explicitness, massive thought, and cogent 
reasoning which characterize all that Dr. Hopkins has given to the 
press. We have more polished writers, but none who comes into 
closer quarters with his readers, and impresses his own mind more 
vividly on other minds. This volume, in its present form, would make 
a very valuable text-book, especially for our higher college classes ; 
yet we hope that the author will not leave it permanently in the shape 
of lectures. It will admit of expansion in some parts ; in others it 
might be condensed ; and there are various collateral topics for which 
there was not room in a course of twelve lectures, but which belong 
properly to a class-book. With the changes and additions which would 
inevitably suggest themselves, should this work be reproduced in an 
altered form, it would, we think, for educational uses, be without a 
superior, and, we are inclined to add, without a rival. 



